
Minutes 

Town of Vermont Board Meeting 

April 10, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. – 4017 County Road JJ 

 

Call to Order and Certification of Notice Posting 

Called to order by Todd Culliton at 7:00 p.m. Agenda was posted on the town website, the door of Town 

Hall, emailed to the online subscribers and a meeting notice was published in both the Mt. Horeb Mail 

and News Sickle Arrow.  

Scott moved and Mary seconded to nominate Todd Culliton to chair the meeting. Motion approved 3-0.  

Present: Todd Culliton, Mary George, Karen Carlock (Clerk), Kathy Smith (Treasurer), and Scott Moe 

Absent: Doug Meier, Barbara Grenlie 

Approval of Agenda 

Todd Culliton moved to update item 14 to specify personal property taxes and with that addition to 

approve the addition, Mary George seconded and motion approved 3-0.   

Approval of Minutes 

Mary George moved to approve the minutes, Scott seconded and motion approved 3-0.  

Chairman’s Report and Acknowledgments 

Noting to report.  

Citizens’ Input 

David Stanfield wished to let the board know that Nikki Jones is organizing a hearing at Wisc Heights 

high school on April 25th regarding the ATC line with ATC present. The purpose of the hearing is for the 

county commission to pass a resolution requesting additional information from the WI Public Services 

Commission. David Stanfield also suggested that the board consider an ordinance that would require 

utilities to meet with the Town and this topic has been referred to the Town of Vermont Plan 

Commission.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Kathy Smith presented the monthly deposit summary. Total deposits for the month of March are 

$1,232.50. Overall total account balance as of 3/31/2017 is $445,028.97. We had an unauthorized debit 

from our checking account this month for $500. In speaking with a representative at State Bank of Cross 

Plains, these errors occasionally occur due to electronic systems where account numbers are not 



verified first by a person. Scott moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Doug and the 

motion was approved 4-0. Preparations for the treasurer transition are underway.   

Clerk’s Report 

Karen reviewed the check register.  Jack’s retirement contribution per statute must be made in full by 
the Town of Vermont. Upon his return, we can begin requiring gradual repayment of the portion that we 
contributed on his behalf. A treasurer candidate was written in at the April 4th election and now all Town 
of Vermont positions are filled. Election turnout was surprisingly low at 38%. Mary moved to approve 
the clerk’s report, Scott seconded and motion was approved 3-0.  
 

Payment of Bills 

Mary moved to approve payment of the bills, Scott seconded and motion approved 3-0. (2,115,019) 
 

2016 End of Year Financial Report 
 
The end of year financial report that will be presented at Annual meeting was reviewed.  Scott moved to 
approve the financial report, Mary seconded and motion approved 3-0.  
 

Consideration and possible approval of bicycle event permit for Horribly Hills Hundreds on June 17, 

2017 

No changes from last year’s route, timing or number of participants. There were no issues last year. 
Scott moved to approve the bike event permit for Horribly Hilly Hundreds, Mary seconded and motion 
approved 3-0.   
[Get payment from Rachel Tatge] 
 

Consideration and possible approval of bicycle event permit for BratFest Bicycle event on May 21, 
2017 

Cyndi Pasani from Capital Brewery and Jeff Schoeter from Metcalf came to present the bicycle event 
permit.  The 100K ride is the only route that comes from Town of Vermont. This is a charitable ride that 
is not timed and is not a race. The ride is to support Badger Honor Flight locally. Badger Honor Flight will 
be volunteering at the rest areas. The start and end point is Capital Brewery. Working with Dane County 
Sheriff’s department and it has been determined that there will likely be one location that sheriffs will 
monitor. There will be course marshalls throughout the route. The ride is hoping for 200 for the 3 rides 
with possibly only 40 for the 100K route that comes through Vermont. For the 100K, there is a 9:00 start 
time. Karen needs to verify that certificate of insurance has been received and will send Cyndi the 
addresses of folks along the route. Scott moved to approve the event permit with the fee waived, Mary 
seconded and motion approved 3-0.  

Vermont ATC Citizen Action Committee Update and Survey Review 

There is a committed group of citizens working on this effort. Two properties in Vermont Township have 
been impacted by the possible ATC line where buyers specifically noted the risk of the ATC line. Nikki 
Jones is coordinating a hearing regarding the ATC line. The Vermont Citizen Action committee has 
shifted focus to surveying citizens of the town. The survey was mailed out and the hope is the issue will 



become more highly publicized. In Iowa County there is a group called the Driftless Defenders. John Hess 
from Town of Wyoming has been very active. There are quantitative and qualitative sections to the 
survey. It becomes more difficult to provide feedback on the ATC proposal in the beginning of 2018 
when the proposal is formally submitted, making the next 6-8 months more critical. Mary moved to 
approve the Vermont ATC Citizen Action committee to send out the mailed survey, Scott seconded and 
motion approved 3-0. It may be that ATC does not formally apply given that the need for transmitted 
electricity is decreasing and because politicians are starting to show signs that they can no longer justify 
the cost of the transmission lines.  

 
Consideration and possible approval of chip sealing bid for 2017 

On April 5th the Road Committee met to review the two bids that were received. Farhner came in at 
$122,960 and Scott came in at $105,332.00. Scott moved to accept Scott bid, Mary seconded and 
motion approved 3-0.  
 

Consideration and Possible Approval of policy for addressing delinquent personal property taxes 
 
The Town of Vermont has forty businesses that pay personal property taxes that total an amount of 
approximately $17,000. We have two businesses that pay large amounts and if they did not pay, we 
would be looking at much larger outstanding amounts. Currently, the Town of Vermont covers any 
amount that would have been due to the schools. Currently, the Town has no policy regarding personal 
property taxes. Kathy will look into what other towns do. The topic will be referred to the Plan 
Commission for review.   
 

Consideration and possible approval of policy for refunds on overpayment of property taxes 
 
Typically, there are a handful of refunds that are in large amounts. We typically also have a few 
overpayment amounts that are minimal, even down to a few cents. Board referred this topic to the Plan 
Commission.  
 

Comprehensive Plan Revision, Review and Set Date for Public Hearing 

The comprehensive plan is ready for review. The board needs to set a public hearing date. Todd moved 
to set the public hearing date to June 12th at 6:00 p.m., Scott seconded and motion approved 3-0.  

 
Consideration and possible action regarding allocating reserve funds for Fire Department Purchases 

BE Joint Fire District has estimated the truck cost to be $640,000.00 in 2018. The Vermont cost is 
estimated at $116,416.00. The BEFD does want to pursue an accrual fund for the next truck after this 
current truck purchase is paid for. With Mt. Horeb also building a new public safety building, the 
proposal has come up to use a portion of the reserve fund and allocate a portion to the BE Fire Truck 
and a portion to the Mt. Horeb building project loan. Kathy proposed that Karen and Kathy review carry-
over numbers and proposed calculations for allocating funds to the two FD reserve items.  

Patrolman, Fire District, EMS and Town Liaison Reports 



Jack will return at the end of Mary.  

Mt. Horeb is running on budget. There are discussions of potentially hiring a full-time Fire Chief.  
Regarding the Public Safety Building, work is moving according to the schedule. By the end of this 
month, the architects hope to be able to turn the plans over to specialists. The USDA loan application 
still has not seen action by the new administration, as Congress debates the budget. There are 
alternative financing avenues available, albeit at higher interest rates, should the USDA budget for the 
loan program be greatly reduced, or funding delayed.  

No report for Black Earth or District 1 EMS.  

Discussion of agenda items for April Meeting 

 Citizen Action Committee ATC update 

 Allocation of reserve funds for Fire Department purchases 

Adjournment 

Mary moved and Scott seconded that the meeting adjourn. Motion approved 3-0 and meeting 

adjourned at 8:52 p.m.  


